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Syphax in Numidia; moreover, that he spent his time in pursuits unfit for
a Roman soldier, frequenting the schools and gymnasia of the Greek cities,
and vvearing a Greek dress ; while his men were daily becoming corrupted
by licentious living and want of discipline. The senate ventured not to act
on these vague accusations without previous inquiry; and it was therefore
resolved to send a commission into Sicily to examine into the truth of the
charges. The result was highly favourable to the general. It was reported
that he was guiltless of the excesses of Pleminius, who was arrested, and left
to die in prison ; that his troops, instead of being neglected or undisciplined,
were in the highest order ; and that arms, engines, and supplies of every kind
were provided for the invasion of Africa. It was universally resolved that
Scipio should retain his command till he should bring the war to a close.
The confidence which the senate felt in the altered state of affairs is folly
shown by two decrees passed in this same year. The first respected the
twelve Latin colonies, which five years before had refused to furnish soldiers.
At the time, it had been thought prudent to pass over this contumacious con-
duct. But now they were required to furnish twice their proper contingent
till the end of the war. They murmured, but submitted. The other decree
was moved by Laevinus for the repayment of the patriotic loan advanced
during his consulship in the year 210 B.C. It was apparent, therefore, that
the battle of the Metaurus, backed by the great successes of Scipio in Spain,
had raised the republic above all fear of disaffection in her colonies, or of
bankruptcy at home. Other signs of confidence appear. A huge stone,
supposed to represent the Great Mother of the gods, was brought in state to
Rome from Pessinus in Sicily. The Sibylline books directed that the care
of this precious relic should be given to " the best man " at Rome ; and the
senate adjudged the title to P. Scipio Nasica, son of Cn. Scipio, who had
died in Spain, and first cousin to the great man who was now making the
name illustrious.
SCIPIO  INVADES   AFRICA
All obstacles being now removed, Scipio prepared to cross over into
Africa. His army and fleet were assembled at Lilybseum under his own
eye. His brother Lucius and his friend Lselius still attended him as legates;
and his quaestor was a young man destined hereafter to become famous, M.
Porcius Cato. It was towards the close of 204 B.C. that he set sail. His
army was not so numerous as it was well appointed and well disciplined,
composed of men who had grown old in service, skilful in sieges, prepared
for all dangers; for the greater part knew that in the successful terminatioa
of the war lay their only chance of returning home to end their days in
peace. As the ships left the harbour at daybreak, Scipio prayed aloud to
all the gods, that his enterprise might be blessed by their favour? that the
evils which Carthage had wrought against Rome might now be visited upon
her own head. When the second morning broke, they were in sight of land;
and Scipio, when he heard that they were off the Fiir Promontory, said that
the omen, was good, and there should be their landing-place.
Masinissa joined him with only two hundred of his Numidian horse; hut
his knowledge of the country, and his ceaseless activity, would have made
him welcome,, even if he had come alone.
Scipio immediately laid siege to Utica. Terror at Carthage rose to its
highest pitch. For a time he was left to carry on his operations unmolested.
But as winter advanced, Hasdrubal Gisco succeeded in collecting a consider-